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Reading Comprehension 

          Making inferences is just like predicting.  The reader uses clues from the text 
and illustrations to infer what the character is feeling or what might happen next 
in the book.  Inferring helps a reader improve their reading comprehension.  This 
strategy helps them get more involved in reading and thinking about the story.  
The important skill to model to your students is that inferring is important, but 

child/class through Spaghetti in a Hot Dog Bun and infer what the story might be 
about based on the picture clues. 
 

 

Before 
Describe a time when someone treated you unfairly. 
Explain what you know about solving problems with friends at school. 
Do you think you should help someone who has not been nice to you? 
On your second reading of the book with your child/class, use different colored 
sticky notes to tag the imagery in the book.  For example, a pink sticky note for 
every time the book describes the smell of something. 

 

During 
Describe the characters in the book. 
Who is the most important character and why? 
Discuss clues that make you think Lucy is going to help Ralph. 
What clues do you find that tell you Ralph will no longer tease Lucy? 
How would you feel if you were Lucy in the beginning and middle of this story? 
Who would you turn  
What can you do if someone treats you the way Ralph treats Lucy? 
Predict what happens after Tony tells Lucy that Ralph is in trouble and needs help. 
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What types of food do you eat that are different from other meals your friends 
eat? 
Why do you think Lucy lives with her Papa Gino? What clues in the text can you 
use to help you answer this question? 
Explain why you think Ralph teases Lucy.  Do you think what he is doing is right or 
wrong? 
Define the problem in the story. What is a possible solution? 

 
 

After 
Which illustration is you favorite and why? 
Who was the narrator of the story? 
Find examples of courage in the story. 
Compare Lucy and Ralph in a Venn Diagram.  List what makes them the same and 
what makes them different.  For younger students, make a T-chart and simply 
describe their differences. 
Create a new ending for the story! 
Give examples of where Lucy makes a decision in the story.  Does it happen more 
than once? 
How would the story be different if written through the eyes of Ralph? 
Lucy shows courage in the story. Can you explain why? 
Why do you think children are mean to others? 
Explain what you think Papa Gino meant whe

life. 
If Ralph were to write a letter to Lucy at the end of the story, what do you think it 
would say? 
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